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Vietnam 


CIA Director McCone summarized the Vietnam situation including reactions 
abroad to U.S. air strikes on North Vietnam: 

a. In South Vietnam, the U.S. attacks greatly improved military mora le 
an d stabilized t he government situation in Saigo n. 

b. Ha noi stated its determination to stand up to the air attacks. It haa. 
given no hint that it is ready to acce pt negotiations. 

c-i — Gommtmist^China urged HanoTTcT~ stand firm.' Peking continues to 

provide military assistance to Hanoi. The Chinese Communists are"not yet 
rea dyTo“get “tftt o"the^ fight. 

d. The Soviets have no choice but to support Hanoi. The Vietnam war 
has the effect^f^ntensifying the Sino-Soviet split. " — 

T he intelli gence community estimates that Hanoi remains unco nvinced that 
theyJcann ot win out miiitar to jie gotiate Sustained 

tfTs. air attacks on North Vietnam may prompt Hanoi to offer negotiatio ns on 
_ the condition that the air attacks are called off. / 





There is no hard evidence that the Chinese Communists are blocking Soviet 
efforts to send aid to North Vietnam. There are some indications that this 
is being done, such as the refusal of overflight clearances for Soviet planes 
flying materiel to North Vietnam. 

Secretary Rusk: Soviet Ambassador Dobrynin called at his request at noon. 


Ambassador Thompson — Dobrynin said: 
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Ambassador Thompson (cont*d. ) 


Secretary Ru.sk: It is a pity that the U. S. and the USSR are being dragged 
along by North Vietnam. There is a difference between one country attacking 
another and the USSR supporting another socialist country. The Soviets are 
paralyzed by U. S. bombing and, as long as it continues, they cannot take any 
political action without exposing themselves to the criticism that they are not 
defending a socialist country. We do not know what they will do, however, if 
the bombing is stopped. 

The effect of the U.S. air strikes was serious, but the attacks have not 
created a crisis. Our aim is to get Hanoi to realize that the North Vietnamese 
cannot win over South Vietnam without danger of our escalating the war. 


We are still taking our lumps on the alleged use of gas in Vietnam. 
Ambassador Taylor will arrive Sunday for discussion of fresh efforts to be 
made in Vietnam. Recertly, the South Vietnamese Foreign Minister, said 
publicly that a separate North and South Vietnam is acceptable to Saigon. 

USIA Director Rowan: The world press is still critical of our alleged use of 

gas in Vietnam but there has been some turn-around. No explanation of the 
facts, i. e., that the gas was the type used to control riots, will do much good 
because of the worldwide emotional reaction to the word “gas". 


Secretary Rusk; Ambassador Kohler refused to accept and sent back to the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry the Soviet note on what they described as gas warfare 
in Vietnam. 
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Ccr.tarv McNamara: Since February 9, there have beenJ9JLS^fcjrai<U 

of th ese in l he g 55EigggW were moderately 

“Srj^Ta miiSSSJiSt of viewG Jhe North Vietnamese 

very hard to destroy. Of the planes attackmg North Vietnam, 80 percent are 
U. S. and 20 percent are South Vietnamese. 


(We now have 28, 000 U.S. troo ps in Vietn am. A mba ssador Taylor and 
General Westmoreland are~asking for 10, 000 more.J 

Viet Coe® activity dropped off this week and has been lower than normal 
sinlc February 9. We estimate that the Viet Cong / N orth Vieti,agies e f orces 
^^c^uth V^etna^m total^fi^fLQfLTegsi^r— -tx.oop-S— phte__1.0Q.»-flQ3^i£r£f>9l^^ s ^^We are 

^^E^TSTTatio of free world troops to that of the V.et Cong/North 
Vietnamese. 

U.S. casualties have increased and the level of fatalities is high. , 

General Wheeler: Genera l Johnson' s i 

mented. MoreU.S. aircraft are being snipped. T h e propo s al to m . r __BC^ j 

TT^ combat tr oons will be looked at w hen General-Taylor a-rrrves here next y 

^^^^iUUc-Jprogram is being implemented. J 

G eneral Johnson’s program. j£sec ondac^^ 

The President: Dates should be put behind each program^ j^ext week the 

Joint ChieFsIhould meet with me to discuss their new military plans.j 

It is unlikely that present political actions will meet the situation. We 
should plan for a bigger political effort to reverse the current trend, 
political actions should be proposed for consideration. 

An overall policy speech, on Vietnam should be prepared. We should en * 
new brain power in drafting the things which need to be said. One SJ ows 
tired of reading only what the other side is saying. We should crank up our 
propaganda effort. Last week we did reasonably well to overcome the 

adverse reaction to our use of riot control 

A stabilizing effect on the press resulted from statements which were put 
out concerning our not talking about our military actions. We should quietly 
make clear the huge amount of time which we spend defending ourselves from 
our domestic opponents. More time should be spent on new initia ives. 

Perhaps we should have two Councils — one defensive and one offensive. New 
initiatives are required. >e can only be pleased that the current Vietnam 
government hasn't fallen^ 
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CIA Director McCone: Prime Minister Quat has made some progress in 

Saigon. 

Secretary Rusk: None of the South Vietnamese leaders are good with 

crowds. 

CiA. Director McCone: The intelligence community agrees with the summary 

of worldwide reactions to our use of gas as given by Mr. Rowan. 


The President: How did this whole gas incident happen? Was it a 

Communist plot? 

USIA Director Rowan: Peter Arnett of the Associated Press didn't write 

his story out of the blue. We should find out about his background. 

Secretary McNamara gave his account of how the gas story got started and, 
in reply to the President's question, explained our public information system 
in South Vietnam. 

Mr. Rowan: The public information situation was bad two years ago but 

improved when we increased our military activity. We now have new problems 
with over 200 reporters based in Saigon. New press guidelines are being sent 
to Saigon. New press criticism is increasing. 

Secretary Rusk raised the question of briefing Senators. They should be 
briefed as soon as we have something new to say. The Senators are getting 
nervous. W eekly briefings in executive sf t&sions_of the ap propriate S enate 
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committees should be considered, 

The President: We must think out this problem. We are spending most of 

our time defending our actions in Vietnam. What about the Stennis report on 
no equipment failures? Should not this report have gone first to the President 
and then to the press? Senators other than those on the Foreign Relations 
and the Armed Services Committees should be called on and given briefings. 
Separate gatherings should be arranged which would be addressed by only 
Secretary Rusk and Secretary McNamara. All questions raised at these 
sessions should be answered. W e shoul d then offer to go up to the Hill to {^~f~ 
testif y on Vietnam every two jveeks . g 

7 UA 


w' 




- TO P- SEGRET /SENSITI VE- 


.M P y 



